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Watching 


“And sitting down, they watched Him there”’— 
Matt. 27:36 


Sitting there they watched Him die: 
We watch Him reign with God on high. 


They thought His life was ebbing fast; 
They said this day must be His last. 


They watched to see Him surely go; 
We watch to see Him COME — and know 


That we in radiant joy will share 
His matchless glory in the air. 


They watched His tortured body die; 
They heard His last expiring cry; 


We watch to see Him GLORIFIED — 
The Bridegroom coming for His Bride. 


—W. C. S. 





Glimpses of Infinity 


Passing before the eyes of the world there is 
being revealed a drama of unbelievable pro- 
phetic implications. Man can view this drama 
with the callousness and ignorance of absolute 
blindness, interpreting it in terms of his own 
puny achievements and understanding, or he 
can stand in awe as he realizes that God is giv- 
ing but added evidence of His own infinity and 
power. 


Recent discoveries, made possible by telescopes 
which measure in light years and not in miles, 
indicates that the universe of which we are a 
part may extend on into infinity. 

Furthermore, our own solar satellite, a 13 
pound gold-plated sphere, is expected to orbit 
around the sun “as long as the universe con- 
tinues to exist.” 


Faced with these new evidences of the infinity 
of the handiwork and power of God our reaction 
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should be one of wondering awe, worship and 
praise. When confronted with the magnitude of 
God’s creation it is beyond our comprehension 
that we should be the special objects of God's 
redeeming love. Little wonder that the Psalmist 
cried out: “When I consider thy heavens, the 
work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which thou hast ordained; what is man, that 
thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, 
that thou visitest him?” 


But He is mindful of us; He has visited us; 
and how He visited us in the person of His Son 
and what His Son did for us is the Gospel mes- 
sage. 


In all of this, man can keep his perspective 
only through the work of the Holy Spirit in his 
heart. Looking at the world with all of its 
marvels, its glamour, and also its uncertainties 
we find our hope, assurance and peace in know- 
ing that the God of creation is our God, that 
He has redeemed us and that we are His for all 
eternity. 


In the world we will always be confronted 
with the needs of those less fortunate than our- 
selves. These needs are material and spiritual. 
The Gospel must at all times be a cup of cold 
water in one hand and the message of redemp- 
tion from sin in the other. 


Overwhelmed by the secular and material 
needs of mankind it is so easy to look on thei! 
amelioration as first concern. Or, deeply con- 
scious of man’s sin and God’s redemption pro 
vided in His Son, we can stress this need to the 
exclusion of the immediate problems of daily 
living. 

It is not easy to keep the proper balance. No 
man can accomplish this in his own wisdom. 
But when the Holy Spirit has complete sway in 
our lives we see the immediate and the ultimate 
in their proper perspectives; we rightly evaluate 
that which is temporal and that which is eternal. 


The Prodigal needs to be made uncomfor- 
table in the Far Country. Only a sense of sin 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


pach ee TE ALO LI EP SG ROE 


Aa ESN a I ON 


tee 


a RO Ti Pn a NEI RASA AS! POLLED LLL AIS (SAL LENNIE St AN 


omnes er 


a8 SON re = 


and 

cent 
in t 
Fath 
is tl 


Li 
finit 
the 
of t 
reve 
all 
witl 
secr 
gaze 

















and homesickness can do this. 
center in making him comfortable and happy 
in the devil’s world it is a tragedy. It is the 
Father that he needs and the way to the Father 
is through Christ. 














If our efforts 


Looking at the unfolding concept of an in- 


finite universe we need to gain a new vision of 
the infinite Creator Who is the Sovereign God 
of that which He has made. That we have this 
revelation in the person of His Son opens to 
all who will believe the vista of an eternity 
with Him. Then and only then will all of the 
secrets of creation be opened to our wondering 
gaze. 


That will be wonderful! 
—L,. N. B. 





Visions 
“Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was not dis- 


obedient unto the heavenly vision”. Acts 26:19. 


Visions are very important. We look on a 


very different world today than the world of 
fifty years ago. The sky is full of airplanes; our 
highways full of automobiles; our homes full 
of modern conveniences and luxuries. Why? 
Because somebody had a vision. 


Visions are even more important in the moral 


and spiritual world. Why do we have the Jews? 
Because Abram had a vision. Why do we have 
the Ten Commandments? Moses met God at 
the burning bush and on Mt. Sinai. Why do 
we have the Gospel? Because God’s Son saw us 
“in our sin and misery”. Why do we have mis- 
sionaries in many lands? Because Saul of Tar- 
sus had a vision. 


We sometimes imagine that visions are only 


for great men and women like Abram and Moses 
and Elijah and Isaiah and Daniel and John. 
Peter said on the Day of Pentecost that the 
Holy Spirit would cause old men to dream 
dreams and young men to see visions and the 
Holy Spirit would be poured out upon all flesh. 


I. How Do Our Visions Come? 


Not necessarily in a spectacular way as this 


one came to Saul. Sometimes the vision is a 
still small voice. The vision may come as we 
sit in the House of God and worship. It may 
come as we kneel in prayer or meditate upon 
the Word, or when we are on a bed of sickness, 


or lying awake at night. The need may be our 
vision. Ballington Booth saw the crowds of 
needy people in the slums of London and the 
Salvation Army was born. Visions come while 
we are busy at our work. Elisha was plowing 
when Elijah came; Gideon was threshing wheat. 


II. What do Visions Mean? 


May mean conversion, as in case of Saul. 
Or dedication to God. Moody heard a man 
say, God is waiting to show what He can do 
with a man wholly dedicated, and he answered 
in his heart, By the grace of God, I will be 
that man. They mean obedience. Visions are 
not given us for entertainment, but action. We 
are to go and do something for God or men. 
We may watch television for entertainment, but 
not heavenly visions. 


Ill. What Answer to Make? 


We can say, No. The rich young ruler who 
came to Jesus had a vision of eternal life but 
answered No, and went away sorrowful. 


We can say, Yes, and then forget all about it. 
James says we may look into the mirror of the 
Word and see ourselves and then go away and 
forget what sort of person we saw. 


We can say, Yes, and mean it, as Saul did. 
It was not easy for him. It meant weary travels 
over land and sea. It meant opposition and per- 
secution and imprisonment, and death. He had 
compensations: a rich experience and a rich 
reward. 


There is one vision which all can have. It 
is embraced in the promise, Lo I am with you al- 
way, even to the end of the world. It is a vision 
of Two People, you and your Lord, travelling to- 
gether to the end of the way. 


This means that we are never alone: He goes 
with us all the time; all the way. No path is 
too steep for two, if one is the Son of God. It 
means companionship and courage and comfort 
and security and peace and power and joy. 


Oh, that all of us might say, Yes, and mean it, 
even as Saul said Yes, when the heavenly vision 
came! 

—J. K. P. 
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All Things Come From Thee 


Nothing happens to us without God’s permis- 
sion. We read in King James “all things come 
of Thee,” and a modern translation, “all things 
come from Thee.” 


One of the toughest lessons in life for men to 
learn is this truth found in David’s prayer in 
the last chapter of I Chronicles. We bewail our 
fate because we cannot accept what we call “our 
hard luck.” Years of woe may bring heartaches 
and we face disappointments and threats of dis- 
aster. As in Job’s case, this is permitted by God 
but not always sent by God. As in Job’s case, 
it is not necessarily punishment for our sins 
but we may at times believe this is possibly 
true and we may feel that we deserve God's 
wrath for our weaknesses and disobedience. 


On the other hand, God provides for us, 
watches over us, we are taught in the Bible, 
and whatever good or bad comes our way is ac- 
cording to His will. 


David's prayers in many Psalms appeal for 
God’s mercy and loving-kindness, as an example 
in the 57th: “Be merciful unto me, O God, be 
merciful unto me for my soul trusteth in Thee; 
yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I take my 
refuge until these calamities be overpast.” 


He cried unto God “that performeth all 
things” and despite his trouble he sang, “Be 
thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; let 
thy glory be above all the earth.” Years later 
before the congregation of Israel, after declaring 
all things come from God, he hailed God’s 
power, glory and majesty “for all that is in the 
heaven and in the earth is thine.” With his 
own reign and life drawing to a close, David 
having survived the tests that would have ruined 
weaker men, sadly admitted, “Our days on the 
earth are as a shadow.” His troubles were al- 
most over. 


Let us carry our burdens with faith, “All 
things come from Thee,” and look beyond the 
horizon to that time and place where troubles 
will be no more. We will cross the river and 
rest under the trees. 


—Ralph Brewer 





Love and Charity 


Which is worse, Charity without Love or Love 
without Charity? Your answer probably is that 
Charity is Love and it is, under Christ’s plan, 
but we moderns have separated the two. 


Charity, as we now know it, is organized and 
professional and is mostly done in the name of 
humanity or for good business reasons, yet we 
are clearly told that Charity which is not done 
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for Christ’s sake or for His glory is not worth- 
while. See Colossians 3:17. Also in that mar- 
velous thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians 
Paul describes Charity as Christian Love and 
Webster in his dictionary defines Charity as 
“Christian Love and Benevolence”. 


Charity is or should be Christian Love in 
action and it is becoming more and more evident 
as the years go on that the Christian Churches 
gave up one of their most powerful weapons 
with which souls could be won for Christ when 
they allowed the administration of relief, social 
service and Charity to pass into professional 
and business hands. Formerly the Churches did 
this work but gradually we have given it up 
and what an opportunity we are missing. When 
people are prostrate, sick or poor, they are more 
receptive to the Christian message and if at that 
time the person bringing succor did so in Christ's 
name and told, then, the story of Jesus’ love 
and His sacrifice for us, surely many would 
listen, believe and be saved. 


Remember, the world will do the job if we 
Christians do not, but aren’t we going to have to 
answer for our failure? Perhaps, who knows, 
the blood of many unsaved may thus be on our 
hands. 


—R. LeC. 





Hidden Powers 


Professor Huxley tells us that in the soil of 
England there lie buried tropical seeds in be- 
wildering variety. They have been brought by 
birds, by winds, by many agencies. There they 
lie deeply buried, these tropical potencies wait- 
ing — for what? Huxley said that if for twelve 
months we could have in England tropical heat 
we would be amazed by the coming out of 
strange seeds, and our little gardens would 
bloom with tropical luxuriance. Oh, I think 
that powers we have never conceived lie buried 
in your life and mine (if we have Christ) — 
powers put there by God, and waiting for their 
proper atmosphere. Our lives are too chill, and 
so the seeds are non-germinant. But if the 
heat of heaven would come, I think those 
powers would troop out of their graves, and we 
would be amazed to see how rich we were in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 


—J. H. Jowett 
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The National Council of Churches 
and 


It's Predecessor The Federal Council 


By Horace H. Hull 
Memphis, Tenn. 


In order to fully understand the present mod- 
ernist policies and leftist tendencies of the N. C. 
C. C. the historical background of its predeces- 
sor, the Federal Council of Churches of Christ, 
must first be briefly reviewed. The old adage 
that an apple does not fall far from the tree 
might be paraphrased slightly in the case of 
these two church federations, to say that rotten 
fruit does not roll far from a diseased tree. 


The present controversial and objectionable 
activities of the N. C. C. C. are not of new or 
recent origin. They are merely a continuation 
of forty or more years of a steady and persistent 
left-liberal trend by the old and thoroughly 
discredited Federal Council of Churches. 


The National Federation of Churches was 
launched in 1900. The majority of the twenty- 
five clergymen who participated were of pro- 
nounced modernist-liberal persuasion. A_lead- 
ing figure who helped launch the Federation 
was a British-born, 27-year-old Chicago settle- 
ment pastor named Harry F. Ward. He had 
arrived in this country in 1891. The Reverend 
Mr. Ward left an ineradicable impress of his 
own ultra-liberal philosophy and political ideas 
on every organization with which he had any- 
thing to do. 


Lack of space permits only the briefest sum- 
mary of Dr. Ward’s long pro-Communist record. 
In 1907 Ward put his social action ideas into 
organizational form when he founded the Meth- 
odist Federation for Social Service later to be- 
come the notorious Methodist Federation for 
Social Action. House Report 1662 published by 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
in 1952 definitely classified the M. F. S. A. as a 
Communist front. 


Two former high-ranking Communists under 
oath before a Congressional investigating com- 
mittee in 1952 swore that Ward was a Com- 
munist Party member. Another former Com- 
munist official, Benjamin Gitlow, testified that 
Harry Ward was actively- pro-Communist as 
far back as 1925. There is an abundant doc- 
umentation of Ward’s long Communist record. 


While openly modernist in theological out- 
look, the Federal Council did not go into po- 
litical activity much before 1914. Its budget in 
1913 was only $35,000. However, in 1914 An- 
drew Carnegie gave the Church Peace Union two 
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million dollars and the closely allied F. C. C. C. 
began to go places. By 1925 it had $350,000 a 
vear for a variety of social action programs. 
The Reverend S. Parkes Cadman, also born 
in England, and an extremely liberal radio 
preacher, was President of the Federal Council 
from 1924 to 1928. The Council’s president an- 
nounced in 1926 that “the day is past when 
any realm of our economic, industrial, social, 
political, or international life will be regarded 
as outside the sphere or responsibility of the 
churches.” And because it was organized the 
Federal Council claimed to speak for the 
“churches.” The majority of the churches not 
being banded together naturally spoke only for 
themselves. This meant that Federal Council 
actions and pronouncements received publicity 
and prestige all out of proportion to its real 
strength. Like the Communists, the Federal 
Council had learned early in its history always 
to claim that it was speaking for millions. By 
1926 its pronouncements were represented as 
being the voice of 22,000,000 church members. 


From its earliest days the Federal Council 
laid heavy emphasis on what it called “civil 
liberties.” It worked closely for thirty years or 
more with the American Civil Liberties Union 
about which outfit hardly any more need be 
said. Through the years before World War II 
the Federal Council acquired the unenviable 
record of opposing adequate defence measures 
and military training in schools and colleges, de- 
fending radicals and deportable aliens, and in 
general carrying out the same radical line as 
laid down in The Nation and New Republic. 

Representative Tinkham told a Senate Lobby- 
ing Committee that the Federal Council had ac- 
tively propagandized in such entirely non-re- 
ligious fields as Japanese U. S. relations, the 
Mexican Petroleum Law of 1925, the 1927 Navy 
building program, war debts, tariffs, armaments, 
the World Court, League of Nations, and de- 
portation of radical aliens. For years the Federal 
Council’s Washington lobbyists exerted tremen- 
dous pressure on Congress to reduce all Amer- 
ican armaments regardless of the deepening 
world crisis brought on by the rise of Nazi Ger- 
many and imperialist Japan. 

Captain Dudley Knox, USN, the distinguished 
naval historian, wrote a strongly-worded article 
in the Naval Institute Proceedings in 1928 de- 
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nouncing the Federal Council’s gratuitous med- 
dling in strictly naval and defense matters clear- 
ly beyond its competence and jurisdiction. Cap- 
tain Knox quoted President Coolidge as blam- 
ing the F. C. C. C. for being largely responsible 
for the defeat of the Navy’s building program in 
1928. 

Captain Knox pointed out that the F. C. C. C. 
had over half a million dollars for lobbying pur- 
poses, “‘a considerable part of which comes from 
an endowment reported by the press to have 
been made in 1926 by Sir Henry Lunn, a wealthy 
Englishman.” (Lunn was affiliated with the 
Federal Council and had been active in the 
League of Nations Association.) Captain Knox 
called the F. C. C. C. “probably the most power- 
ful propaganda organization in the country.” 


The same could be said of its successor today, 
the National Council of Churches of Christ. 


In summation, forty-two years of Federa! 
Council history was largely the history of a 
small clique of ultra-modernist clergymen whose 
political coloration could be described as deep 
pink and who controlled and directed its affairs. 
A mere recital of F. C. C. C. presidents and top 
officials would leave little doubt as to the direc- 
tion of any organization subject to their control. 


SUCH IS THE HISTORY OF THE NA. 
TIONAL COUNCIL’S PARENT ORGANIZA- 
TION, THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST! IS THIS THE 
KIND OF ACTIVITY YOU WANT YOUR 
CHURCH AND YOUR MONEY TO SUP.- 
PORT? 


The Theology of Nels F. 5. Ferre’ 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Like other prominent members of the Neo- 
orthodox movement Dr. Nels F.S. Ferre, Profes- 
sor of Christian Theology at Andover Newton 
Theological School, considers both modernism 
and traditional Christianity to be failures. Tra- 
ditional Christianity or fundamentalism con- 
tained some true Christian elements, but they 
were buried under many inconsistencies. Mo- 
dernism recognized the truth of science and 
historical criticism, but never had enough nerve 
to become a real religion of faith. Dr. Ferre 
aims to preach a religion of faith and zeal with- 
out contradicting or even minimizing modern 
scholarship. 


In doing so, however, Dr. Ferre makes much 
less use of the time-eternity dialectic, of paradox, 
anxiety, confrontation, and the philosophy of 
existentialism than do several other Neo-ortho- 
dox writers. He is more theological and less 
philosophical. For this reason his attack on 
fundamentalism is much more prominent than 
any disagreement he might have with modern- 
ism. Indeed, from the standpoint of orthodox 
Christianity, the difference is minimal. 


His complete rejection of the main elements 
of historic Christianity is unambiguously given 
in The Sun and the Umbrella. This book opens 
with a parable. Once upon a time some people 
lived in an old dark barn of Legalism, where 
their only light came from some smoky smelly 
lamps. Eventually prophets came and told them 
that there was sunlight outside. After consider- 
able disbelief and active resistance, some of 
these people went outside. But the sun was so 
bright that they had to put up umbrellas to 
shield their eyes. 
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One of these umbrellas was the doctrine of 
the Deity of Jesus Christ. As Dr. Ferre also does 
two or three times in Christ and the Christian, 
so here too he uses the question “Why callest 
thou me good?” as a denial of deity. Then he 
adds (page 28) “Certainly Jesus was a fully 
normal human being in all things like our- 
selves.” The statement pointedly omits the 
qualification “without sin”. This is stressed in 
all his life, whatever be his union with God, 
with no need to know actual alienation from 
what follows. “If anyone could remain sinless 
all his life, whatever be his union with 
God, with no need to know alienation from 
God for the sake of freedom and personal ma- 
turity, then our earthly existence is unnecessary. 
If such a life history were possible with any one 
man, then God could have made and preserved 
us all that way from the beginning.” 


All this is a little breath-taking. The omni- 
potent God of course could have preserved 
Adam and all of us from sin, had he so decreed; 
but why would a sinless Jesus have made earthly 
existence necessary? The passage seems to hint 
that God is not omnipotent and that man must 
sin in order to become mature. Later something 
is to be said about Dr. Ferre’s theological 
method, about how he arrives at such assertions; 
but at this juncture the point is merely that he 
asserts that Jesus was not sinless. 


Another instance of Dr. Ferre’s rejection of the 
main doctrines of Christianity has to do with 
the Atonement. In the same book (page 31 ff.) 
he explains that Jesus is not our High Priest 
as the epistle to the Hebrews says. “The love 
of God needs no placating, no offering once 
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for all to satisfy him.” This much is clear, 
avers the author, from the parable of the prodi- 
gal son. “By doctrines insisting on a_ blood- 
thirsty God, that is, that he required Jesus’ 
death before he could allow himself to love us, 
so that he even sent his Son basically to die— 
Christian theology effectually denied that God 
. is naturally and eternally love.” 


No comment need be made on the word 
“bloodthirsty”, but it should be noted how Dr. 
Ferre distorts historic Christianity to make a 
point. He represents the Atonement as a doc- 
trine that prevents God from loving us before 
Jesus died. Such a distortion is a little surpris- 
ing. Is it not a matter of common knowledge 
among learned theologians that the Atonement 
represents God as so loving His elect that He 
sent His Son to die for them? If God originally 
had not loved anyone, how could the sending 
of His Son be explained? 


Combining these two points of attack on or- 
thodox Christianity, Dr. Ferre continues (page 
35), “To call Jesus God is to substitute an 
idol for Incarnation; to call Him Saviour, in 
the ultimate sense, is to deny that all salvation 
comes from God our Saviour and from Him 
alone in order that God may be all in all. Jesus 
is saviour only by virtue of the fact that God 
was in Him reconciling the world to Himself, 
a saviourhood in which we must all participate 
in order to be saved.” 


Dr. Ferre is well aware that he is no friend 
of what has been called Christianity through 
the ages. In his Return to Christianity (pages 
5 and 6), after characterizing the Christianity 
to which he thinks people should return, he 
admits that his description is not in accord with 
the traditional view. This Biblical view main- 
tains the existence of the devil and the reality 
of hell. On such ideas Dr. Ferre pours his 
vituperation: “Lilliputian theology;” “a little 
Ptolemaic God;” “a repulsive religion;” and 
even “the opium of the people” (page 8). 


Not only does Dr. Ferre use uncomplimentary 
language, but he also misquotes the Bible to 
support his views. In Evil and the Christian 
Faith (pp. 118, 119) as evidence of universal 
salvation, he refers to Rom. 11:32 by saying, 
“God has consigned all men to disobedience that 
He might have mercy on all.” 


But this is mistranslation. The verse does not 
speak of all men. Paul’s wording is “them all”, 
which indicates that a certain class of men was 
intended. Then Dr. Ferre writes, “If one crea- 
ture is to be eternally tormented, Christ’s com- 
passion declares that it were far better that 
there had been no creation.”” But in the verse 
alluded to, Christ made no mention of general 
creation; nor did He even say that it were better 
that man had not been created. What He said 
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was that it were better for that man if he had 
never been born. To say that it would have 
been better for one man, is not to say that it 
would have been better absolutely. These are 
instances of misquotation that should not go 
unnoticed. 


One must seriously ask whether it is good 
scholarship to attach the name Christian to a 
new religion that has so little in common with 
the old Christianity. This question will be ac- 
centuated by a study of Dr. Ferre’s positive doc- 
trines and his method of arriving at both the 
assertions and the denials. In any theology, 
Augustine’s or Aquinas’, Kierkegaards or 
Schleiermacher’s, Barth’s or Ferre’s, method de- 
termines the results. Though there may be some 
value in discussing details, the prior and domi- 
nating question is always the question of 


method. 


The traditional method of Christian theology 
has been the acceptance of the Scriptures as the 
Word of God. God breathed out His message 
to the prophets and caused them to write it 
down; we study their words because God put 
His words into their mouths. This method Dr. 
Ferre decisively rejects. “The use of the Bible as 
the final authority for Christian truth is idolatry. 
Actually it has become a very thick and formid- 
able umbrella to hide the sun” (op. cit., p. 39). 
He then continues, “Vehemently Jesus opposed 
Scribism and Pharisaism because in circumscrib- 
ing religious authority to the Scriptures and the 
traditions, they throttled living religion.” 


Here again we note the distortion previously 
mentioned. Jesus no doubt opposed Pharisaism, 
but it was not because they circumscribed re- 
ligious authority to the Scriptures. Dr. Ferre 
here joins what God has put asunder: tradition 
and Scripture. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees be- 
cause they transgressed the commandment of 
God by their tradition and made the command- 
ment of God of none effect by “your tradition, 
ye hypocrites.” Jesus Himself maintained that 
the Scripture cannot be broken; and though 
it might be said that Moses’ words were insuf- 
ficient, (in the sense that Jesus and the Apostles 
gave us a fuller revelation, not in the sense that 
the Old Testament message was insufficient for 
salvation) , Dr. Ferre gives the wrong impression 
by claiming that Jesus “met frantic opposition 
as soon as He outspokenly proclaimed that 
Moses’ words were wrong or insufficient.” Did 
not Jesus say, “Had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me, for he wrote of me; but if 
ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe 
my words?” 


In Christ and the Christian (pages 37 ff.) a 
better reason is given for rejecting the Bible as 
the basis of theology. At least it would be a 
better reason, if it were true. The Bible is self- 
contradictory, Dr. Ferre avers. It presents sev- 
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eral incompatible Christologies. In some places 
it says that Jesus is the Messiah; in others it 
says that He is God — though this is an un- 
fortunate strand in the New Testament; Jesus 
is also called the Logos; then again He is a 
creature, the first born of many such; and He 
became Son of God by adoption. These incon- 
sistencies, these differing Christologies require 
us to use some other principle by which to 
choose from among them. We cannot believe 
contradictions. Obviously therefore a principle 
external to the Bible must govern our selection. 
The need of selection makes it impossible to 
accept the Bible as the final authority. 


Alleged contradictions in the Bible are often 
easily seen to be the result of misconstructions. 
Previous mention was made of the uncritical use 
of Jesus’ question, Why callest thou me good? 
An instructive contrast to Dr. Ferre’s hasty con- 
clusions, if one wishes to examine some Chris- 
tological details, is found in the careful analysis 
of The Self-Disclosure of Jesus by Geerhardus 
Vos. 


If now the foregoing is what Dr. Ferre rejects, 
what does he accept? That is, not only what 
particular form of Christology does he accept, 
but more importantly what is his theological 
method? What is his court of last appeal? The 
question is easily answered, for Dr. Ferre makes 
it quite clear that his entire position, both what 
he accepts and what he rejects, depends on his 
basic concept. of God. Whatever agrees with 
this concept can be included in his religion; 
whatever does not agree must be discarded. 
What then is his concept of God? 


“This claim that God as Agape, or unlimited, 
obiective, self-giving love is central for both 
faith and life constitutes the fulfilling and rev- 
olutionary uniqueness of the Christian faith” 
(Return to Christianity. p. 5). Again, “Our 
position aims at the universal truth of God as 
Agape ... We start with Jesus Christ Himself 
as Agape, the Event-Meaning that most fully 
explains our experience and our world” (Christ 
and the Christian, pp. 53, 54). Agape is not to 
be interpreted by the Bible. This would “make 
the revelation of no effect;” it “takes the edge 
off the sword of the Spirit,” for the Bible incon- 
sistently contains “subagapaic themes.” Agape 
is “indiscriminate kindness to all, as illustrated 
by His giving rain to both the just and the un- 
just.” “Agape is also completely universal in its 
creative and redemptive concern . . . Agape is, 
furthermore, unconditional love uncondi- 
tional, uncaused, unmotivated, groundless, un- 
calculating, spontaneous Love” (ibid. pp. 57, 
62 ,63). 

Dr. Ferre recognizes the importance of this 
starting point, both for methodology and with 
respect to the propriety of calling his theology 
Christian. “If the starting point is correct and 
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meaningful, we have both the right and _ the 
need for basic theological revision in order to 
let the Christian faith become rightly under- 
stood and properly effective. If this starting 
point is wrong, our whole theology needs re. 
doing. In such a case, at least, this theology 
should be declared to be a God centered in- 
terpretation within the context of God as hol; 
love, even if it is not an authentic spokesman 
for historic Christianity” (ibid. p. 53). 


In evaluating this starting point and theologi- 
cal method the conclusion of this article will 
be first that there is no good reason assuming 
such a concept of God, and second that the 
religion evolved out of it is not Biblical and 
not Christian. 


First, any definition or characterization of 
God requires some opportunity for coming to 
know God. How can man discover anything 
about God’s nature? In this theology the Bible 
is ruled out as revelation. Perhaps by accident 
the Bible might contain some truth, but the 
method assumes that the theologian has a prior 
idea of God by which he determines what in 
the Bible is true and what is false. Where did 
the theologian obtain the information that God 
is love: in particular where did he obtain the in- 
formation that God is indiscriminate kindness 
to all? If this information is not to be accepted 
on the Bible’s authority, then what is its source? 
There is no evidence in nature, in history, or 
in personal experience that would necessitate 
such a concept of God. 


The personal experience of an individual is 
too narrow to serve as a base for theology. Na- 
ture may be indiscriminate, but there is not 
much kindness in tooth and claw. History re- 
cords all sorts of discrimination and cruelty. 
By no stretch of the imagination can it be main- 
tained that God has shown indiscriminate kind- 
ness to every individual that has ever lived. 
Some individuals and some nations have been 
obviously favored above others. 


This favor is not restricted to material culture; 
it is not merely a matter of physical comfort: 
it includes educational opportunities. Contrast 
the lot of a Chinese peasant with that of an 
American suburban youngster. It also includes 
spiritual status. The patriarchs of Genesis who 
lived with a sense of God's protecting care could 
hardly have enjoyed much more physical com- 
fort than some groups who walked in the con- 
stant fear of evil spirits. There is therefore no 
evidence of indiscriminate kindness, and one 
must conclude that such a theological method 
is theology by hunch. 


A subsidiary but still important difficulty 
that Dr. Ferre has failed to overcome is the de- 
duction of the details of his theology from the 
basic concept of Agape. At least to the present 
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writer it is not clear that Agape as Dr. Ferre 
defines it necessitates all the exclusions and in- 
clusions that he desires. Indiscriminate kindness 
would no doubt rule out hell and would require 
universal salvation. But even under these con- 
ditions could not the second Person of the 
Trinity assume an impersonal human nature? 
That is, could not indiscriminate kindness con- 
sist with the full deity of Jesus’ ego? Certainly 
this is as possible as Dr. Ferre’s view that a 
heavenly Christ somehow came down and 
worked through a human Jesus. If God’s love 
is indiscriminate, this ought to have occurred 
with everyone — not sometime in the future 
when all shall be saved, but with everyone in 
the past too, for a delayed salvation is also 
discrimination. 


Universal salvation accentuates the problem 
of delay. In Evil and the Christian Faith (p. 
120) Dr. Ferre writes, “He will not compel us 
to go against our will; He will just make us 
willing to go. He will make our own way so 
self-punishing that at last we come to our better 
selves.” But why “at last”? If God can make 
us willing, and if God is indiscriminate kindness, 
why does He not make everyone willing im- 
mediately? A delayed salvation is also discrimi- 
nation. 


At any rate, can Agape imply that “the Per- 
sons of the Trinity are operational capacities in 
God”? (Christ and the Christian, p. 205). Or, 
for that matter, why does Agape imply that “We 
can never become God”? Some philosophers as- 
sert it to be possible; how does Agape show 
that it is impossible? Why too does Agape re- 
quire time and change to be attributes of God? 
(ibid. pp. 237-238). If appearance may be 
trusted that these theological details cannot be 
strictly deduced from the norm of Agape, then 
it follows that some other unacknowledged 
method has also been employed; and this again 
raises the problem of the possibility of any 
knowledge of God apart from verbal revelation. 


These brief considerations show the arbitrar- 
iness of taking Agape as the starting point and 
reveal its poverty as a basis for theology. Now, 
second and finally, the concept of Agape is not 
Biblical or Christian, and Dr. Ferre’s attempt 
to make it appear so can only embarrass him. 


The verse of Scripture which Dr. Ferre sev- 
eral times appeals to as a proof text that his 
conception of Agape is Biblical is the one that 
speaks of God’s sending the sun and rain on 
the just and unjust alike. One might also refer 
to the Lord’s promise to Noah that while the 
earth remaineth seedtime and harvest shall not 
cease. But is this undoubted truth “central for 
both faith and life,” and can I be a Christian 
“only because I am convinced that God is 
Agape’? A less biassed study of the Bible would 
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show that Agape, defined as indiscriminate kind- 
ness, is far from being its central motif. 

It is even possible that this regularity of nat- 
ural processes is not an expression of indiscrimi- 
nate kindness at all. Like the Apostles’ ministry 
sun and rain also may be a savor of life unto 
life for some and a savor of death unto death 
for others. At any rate, the central motif of the 
the Bible is not indiscriminate kindness to all 
people alike, but rather a particular choice of 
some individuals above all others. There were 
many idolators living in Ur, but God chose 
Abraham and caused him to leave his home and 
his idols for a city whose builder and maker 
is God. Isaac was chosen over Ishmael; and God 
loved Jacob but Esau he hated. 

At best, indiscriminate treatment of all people 
alike only obscures God’s love, God’s particular 
electing grace. Certainly it is not true that “A 
more careful examination of his (Jesus’) para- 
bles and teachings discloses that the central 
motif within them is Agape” (ibid. p. 57). It is 
Jesus Himself, not Paul or anyone else, who has 
the most to say about hell, outer darkness, gnash- 
ing of teeth, the worm that dieth not, and the 
fire that is not quenched. It is Jesus who talks 
about a doom that makes the fate of Sodom and 
Gomorrah seem tolerable. As for the parable, 
the wicked tenant farmers were to be ground to 
powder under a mighty stone; the foolish vir- 
gins were excluded from the feast — they did 
not even get in late; the man with the one talent 
was cast out; the goats on his left hand will be 
sent away into everlasting punishment. It takes 
remarkable blindness to see Jesus as a teacher 
of indiscriminate kindness and universal sal- 
vation. 


Presumably Dr. Ferre wishes to escape these 
strictures by claiming that we cannot depend on 
“any fanciful ipsisstma verba” of Jesus; by 
claiming too that Jesus Himself was inconsistent 
(ibid. p. 60); that the disciples misunderstood 
Him; that Jesus’ vitriolic denunciation of the 
Pharisees is not an “authentic report in detail” 
(p. 83); and that “we cannot know the historic 
Jesus” (ibid. p. 58). But on these conditions 
it cannot possibly be true that “The final result 
is a reliable, general picture” (p. 57) of Agape 
or of anything else whatever. 


The Jesus whom Dr. Ferre portrays is found 
nowhere in the Bible. If the Gospels are ac- 
curate, Dr. Ferre’s Jesus is proved to be an ar- 
bitrary construction, based on no literary, his- 
torical, exegetical, or objective evidence. If, on 
the other hand, the Gospels are as defective as 
he says they are, nothing reliable is obtainable. 
In either case it seems foolish to talk about 
Biblical support for Agape theology. The wisest 
thing to do is to use a different method and 
accept a different religion; to wit, the Biblical 
religion of verbal revelation, and its name is 
Christianity. 
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The Easter Faith and The Easter Fact 


By Rev. J. B. Green, D.D. 


If a man Die, Shall He Live Again? Job 14:14. 


Is that question an inquiry about immor- 
tality? No, it is an inquiry concerning the pos- 
sibility of a man’s living again as at present 
constituted. If a man die, if a man’s soul and 
body be separated in death, may the separated 
parts be reunited? Job’s answer to that question 
would have been, NO. Job would have an- 
swered in the light of the Old Testament. The 
New Testament has a different answer. 


A man may die, and live again, his soul and 
body may be reunited. That is the Easter Faith. 
Reneath the Easter faith is the Easter Fact that 
Christ hath been raised from the dead, the first 
fruits of them that sleep. I Cor. 15: 20. There 
are two crowned days of the Christian year. 
One is Christmas, which is observed in memory 
of Christ’s birth. The second is Easter, which 
is observed in memory of his re-birth—His resur- 
rection to a life over which death has no power. 
The future resurrection of all men rests on the 
fact of the resurrection of one man, the Man 
Christ Jesus. Yes, Easter stands for the victory 
of live over death, for the reunion of soul and 
body, and the immortality of the whole man. 


Some prefer a non-miraculous religion. Let 
them have their preference, but let them not 
suppose that their religion is the Christian Re- 
ligion. Miracles belong to the very substance 
of the Christian religion. Three miracles be- 
long to the essence of Christian religion: the 
Birth, the Person, and the Resurrection of 
Christ. We cannot surrender any one of the 
three and retain Christianity. Of the three the 
Resurrection is most capable of proof. To 
establish the alleged Fact of the resurrection 
of Christ, we must have facts, not theories, or 
speculations. In proof of the historic resurrec- 
tion of Christ I propose to adduce historic 
facts, universally admitted facts. 


Fact Number One — the Church 


A man may dispute the Church’s claim to be 
divine in origin; he may decline to believe its 
teachings, to submit to its ordinances, and to 
support its activities; but he cannot deny the 
Fact of its existence. Here it is to speak for 
itself. It is not only here, but in nearly every 
country in the world. Here is this mighty in- 
stitution wide spread and spreading wider con- 
tinually, justifying the expectation that it will 
become the sanctuary of all nations. 
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Now put a value on this institution. It is 
not only the most cosmopolitan but the most 
beneficent institution in the world. It has what 
no other institution has, a message of hope for 
a sinful and lost race. It is the exponent and 
exemplar of the philanthropy of God. The 
church is the best known fact and factor in the 
life, desires, and activities of mankind. How do 
you account for it? What cause is adequate to 
explain so remarkable a phenomenon? It claims 


no other origin than faith in the resurrection 
of Christ. 


Emerson was visiting Carlyle in Scotland. 
Standing on a hill, Carlyle pointed to a church 
in the valley, and said: “Eighteen hundred years 
ago Christ died on the cross in Palestine. That 
built the church yonder in the valley, and 
brought you and me together from the ends 
of the earth.” Is that so? No, no. If He who 
died on the cross in Palestine had remained 
dead, not a church would have been built in all 
the world. Every church spire that points to 
the sky is a silent witness that Christ is risen 
and gone above. The Church’s one foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord, her crucified AND 
risen Redeemer. No Christ who died and re- 
mained dead could have inspired a handful of 
weak, despondent, and defenseless disciples to 
go forth to the successful conquest of the world. 


Fact Number Two — the New Testament 


A man may deny the faith of the New Testa- 
ment, but he cannot deny the Fact of the Book. 
Here it is, a visable, tangible reality, an effect 
for which an adequate cause must be assigned. 
The Bible assigns one sufficient cause, Faith 
in the Resurrection of Christ. The writers of 
the New Testament were believers in the risen 
Christ. Paul speaks for the rest: In Fact Christ 
hath been raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of them that are asleep . . . and if Christ hath 
not been raised, your faith is vain; ye are vet 
in your sins. I Cor. 15: 20, 17. 


So according to Scripture faith in the resur- 
rection of Christ has not only built a Church, 
but produced a Literature, a literature of life 
and power of resurrection life and power. It 
contains the clearest and fullest revelation ot 
spiritual truth, and of the way cf salvation. It 
contains more wisdom and exerts more influence 
than any other book, than all other books. If 
the writings of Plato had not been given to the 
world, human life would not be very different. 
But can you imagine what would be the re 
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ligious condition of mankind if the New Testa- 
ment had not been added to the literature of 
religion and worship? The New Testament is 
the finest religious classic of the ages. And 
if Christ had not been raised from the dead 
not a book, nor a chapter, nor a sentence of 
that superb revelation would have been written. 


Fact Number Three — the Apostles who built 
the Church and produced the Literature 


The Apostles in their changed character are 
monuments of the Resurrection. By the re-ap- 
pearance of their Master they were transformed 
from despair to hope, from weakness to strength, 
from ordinary men into heroes of faith and 
courage. Inspired by the victory of their Lord 
and empowered by His ascension gift of the 
Holy Spirit, they went forth to achieve and to 
conquer. “The March of Eleven Men” by F. S. 
Mead is one of the greatest stories ever told. 
The success of those crusaders under appalling 
conditions is amazing. 


Consider that those warriors for Christ be- 
gan their campaign not in a_ remote corner of 
the world, but in Jerusalem, the scene of their 
Lord’s rejection and crucifixion. There they 
began their preaching of Jesus and the Resur- 
rection. They had no other weapon with which 
to attack the entrenched forces of evil. And 
wonderful to tell, they won converts and started 
a church. They appealed to the witness of the 
empty tomb for confirmation of their testimony. 
The Jews could not deny that the tomb was 
empty. They tried in vain to explain it away. 
The fact that the first church was built at the 
very mouth of the open sepulcher is convincing 
witness to the reality of the resurrection. 


Fact Number Four — Christians from 
that day to this 


Fact number four like fact number Three is 
multiple, even millionfold. From the first gen- 
eration of the Christian era there have been 
men and women who have been raised from the 
death of sin. By lip and life they bear witness 
to their deliverer. It has ever been true that 
the best witnesses to Christ are Christians. The 
best witnesses to the resurrection of Christ are 
Christians who walk in newness of life, mani- 
festing power over sin and temptation. One 
such life is worth a thousand arguments. 


In the days of Charles Bradlaugh, noted in- 
fidel in England, there lived a distinguished 
Christian named Hugh Price Hughes. Brad- 
laugh challenged Hughes to debate the question 
of Christianity on the public platform. Hughes 
accepted the challenge on the condition that 
the infidel would bring one person who would 
testify that he had been blessed by the doctrine 
which he represented, and that he (the Chris- 
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tian) would bring a dozen or a score of persons 
who would testify that they had been blessed 
by the doctrine which he represented. The de- 
bate never came off. Both Bradlaugh and 
Hughes knew that no argument against Chris- 
tianity can prevail in the presence of trans- 
formed lives. I add that any argument for 
Christianity must be weak and ineffective in 
the absence of such lives. The best apologetic 
for our religion is saints — holiness in pulpit 
and pew, in home and church, in school and 
marketplace. 


Fact Number Five — the Fact of Christ 


The character of Christ is the Gibralter that 
must be demolished before the doctrine of the 
resurrection of Christ can be discredited. Con- 
sider that he expected to rise from the dead. 
As often as he foretold his coming rejection and 
death he foretold his rising from the dead. He 
claimed power to lay down his life, and power 
to take it again. This commandment I have 
received from my Father. John 10: 18. If he 
was mistaken in this claim he was either de- 
ceived or a deceiver. Take the first horn of the 
dilemma, and attempt to account for his mental 
characteristics. His mind was as lucid as light. 
He swept the whole field of moral and religious 
truth with cloudless vision, except this point, 
if it be an exception. How could he see so far 
and so much if his mind was dark regarding a 
matter so important to the integrity of his 
whole teaching? This is the cornerstone of the 
edifice. Remove it and the structure collapses. 
But his known mental characteristics keep the 
charge of being deceived from ever being made 
against him. 


Take the other alternative, that he was a de- 
ceiver. Unthinkable, sounds blasphemous, is 
blasphemous. It assails the moral Character of 
Christ, the holiest thing within the scope of 
our thinking. No assault on the character of 
Christ can prosper. No one convicts him of sin. 
A prominent man once said he could say some- 
thing against the sinlessness of Christ, but he 
refrained. Why? Perhaps because he was un- 
willing to bear the reproach of attempting to 
darken the moral glory of the world. The name 
of Christ remains immaculate. His character is 
the impregnable rock of revealed religion. 


Here are Five Facts, none greater in Chris- 
tian history: The Fact of the Church, the fact 
of the New Testament, the Fact of the Twelve 
Apostles (their changed character and successful 
ministry ), the Fact of the galaxy of Christian 
witnesses from the day of Pentecost to the 
present, and the Fact of Christ. We may safely 
challenge any one to name other five facts as 
significant and important as these Five. But 
first let me add two other Facts, making Seven, 
a perfect number. 
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Fact Number Six — the Change of the 
Sabbath Day from the last Day 
of the Week to the first Day 


Jews, Christian Jews, made the change. Jews 
are known for their stedfast adherence to the 
institutions and customs of their nation. The 
Jewish Sabbath was a memorial of the original 
Creation, of the deliverance from Egyptian bond- 
age, and of the Legislation at Sinai which made 
Israel a nation. Why did loyal-minded Jews 
change the day of observance of so great a me- 
morial? Answer: In order to memorialize a 
greater event than the original Creation, than 
the Deliverance from Egypt, than the Sinai 
Legislation, namely, the Resurrection of His 
Son from the dead. That act completed and 
crowned God’s scheme and schedule of Redemp- 
tion. Since that mighty act occurred on the 
first day of the week, it was most fitting that 
the Christian Sabbath, which is a memorial of 
that mighty redemptive act, should be observed 
on the first day of the week. 


Fact Number Seven — the Fact of the 
Lord’s Supper 


From the beginning Christians have observed 
the festival of the Holy Communion in com- 
memoration of their Lord’s tragic first Coming 
and as a prophecy of His glorious Coming 
again. This service is now observed around the 
world. 


I have enumerated and evaluated Seven Facts, 
none greater in human experience. Of these 
Seven Facts the foundation is faith in the Fact 
of the Resurrection of Christ. There is no 
other explanation of their existence. Some 
doubt, others deny the Fact of Christ’s Resur- 
rection. They leave no foundation for the faith 
which created these Seven Facts. Is it reasonable 
to believe that these transcendent Facts owe 
their origin and persistence to faith in some- 
thing which never happened? 


Let me illustrate the folly of so believing. 
Let my extended left hand represent the Fact 
of the Resurrection of Christ. Let this book 
which I place on my hand represent the Fact 
of the Church; this book the Fact of the New 
Testament; this book the Fact of the College 
of Apostles; this book the Fact of Believers from 
the beginning till now; this book the Fact of 
Christ; this book the Fact of the Change of the 
Sabbath from the last dav of the week to the 
first day; and this book the Fact of the Lord’s 
Supper. These Seven Facts have no other basis 
than faith in the Fact of the Resurrection of 
Christ. If the Resurrection of Christ is not a 
Fact, take it away. What a crash, what a wreck 
of the noble Creations of faith in an event that 
never happened! Can you think of anything 
more ridiculous, more absurd? This argument, 
this demonstration, I will close with the words 
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of a Frenchman: “The empty tomb of Christ 
has been the cradle of the Church, and if in 
this foundation of her faith the Church has 
been mistaken, she must needs lay herself down 
by the side of the mortal r mains, not of a man, 
but of a religion!! 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 5 








By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Samuel As Judge 


Background Scripture: I Samuel 3:19-21; 7 
Devotional Reading: I Samuel 12:1-5 


I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to Whyte’s Bible Characters and Outstanding Facts in the 
New Analytical Bible for much of what I say in this opening part of our study on Samuel as Judge. 
[ will not use quotation marks for part will be in my own words and parts will be freely quoted. 


In Samuel we come to by far the greatest of 
the Judges. In this chaotic period of Israel’s 
History some of the men of faith whom God 
used were of minor importance: some, like 
Samson, were weak morally, and some were 
judges over a small section of the country. In 
Samuel we find a man of spotless character who 
was known to be a prophet of the Lord “from 
Dan to Beersheba”, and whose influence on 
Israel as a whole is second only to that of Moses. 
In his long career Samuel's godly life was an ex 
ample to the people. 


He was of the tribe of Levi. Hannah, his 
mother, prayed that she might have a man 
child and promised to lend him to the Lord 
all his life. She kept her promise and took her 
child to the Tabernacle to serve the Lord under 
Eli, a godly, but weak man. Here he heard the 
voice of God calling him and was given a mes- 
sage to Eli, pronouncing judgment upon his 
home because ~f the extreme wickedness of his 
two sons. In t... battle with the Philistines Eli’s 
dissolute sons were slain and the ark of the 
covenant was captured by the Philistines. 
Plagues were sent upon them and they placed 
it on a new cart and sent it back to Israel. It 
remained a long time — twenty years — at 
Kirjath-jearim, and all this time the house of 
Israel lamented after the Lord. With the loss 
of the ark the priests were scattered and Samuel 
retired to Ramah — there as a seer and prophet 
he became the center of all that was left of 
Israel as a nation. A strong leader was needed 
and for this leadership Samuel was being pre- 
pared of the Lord. We see this “period of prep- 
iraticn” in many great leaders of the Bible. 
God is never “in a hurry”; He prepares men 
like Moses and Samuel and David before He 
calls them into full-time service. 


With Samuel a most important stage of Bib 
ical history is begun. Prophecy is introduced 
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along with the monarchy as a part of the life 
of Israel. Moses was a prophet but it was in 
the time of Samuel that prophecy became or- 
ganized as an institution. Samuel gathered 
about him groups of men called Sons of the 
Prophets. These “schools” were found at Sa- 
maria, Gilgal, Bethei, Ramah, Shiloh, and Jeri- 
cho. They recognized Samuel as their head. Here 
we find the beginning of an institution that 
was later to be adorned by the long line of 
prophets who spoke and wrote the Prophetical 
Books of the Bible. 


Dr. Whyte stresses the fact that Samuel is 
called the “Seer”. He was a man who saw and 
listened to God. It is only the “Pure in heart” 
who can see God, and Samuel’s pureness of 
heart entitled him to this honored name. Sam- 
uel was a man of prayer. Born in answer to 
prayer he became known as one who called 
upon the name of the Lord. When Israel de- 
manded a king and the Lord granted their 
desire, Samuel was deeply hurt but said that he 
would continue to pray for them. We shall 
see the part he played in the selection and 
anointing of the first two kings and his rebukes 
of Saul in future lessons. 


Being the “Seer” and the man of prayer that 
he was, might make us think of him as a man 
“with his head in the clouds”, but this was not 
true. He was a practical man. He was a circuit 
judge and held his court in some of the places 
mentioned above. As a judge he was fair in 
judgment and when he asks the people about 
this they could find no fault with him. The 
only place where he seems to have failed was 
in his home. We wonder what kind of wife 
he had that his sons turned out so badly. Like 
so many men in public life, busy with the wel- 
fare of a nation, he may have neglected his 
home. In Eli, Samuel, and David we have three 
men who made a failure in their homes. 
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Dr. Whyte, with his vivid imagination, sug- 
gests that Samuel’s mantle, or cloak, like 
Elijah’s mantle, was characteristic of the man. 
His mother made a coat for him each year 
and took it to him. As you read Dr. Whyte you 
can picture for yourself Hannah making Sam- 
uel’s coat a bit bigger each year as she prepared 
to visit her son. 


In Samuel, to sum up, we have one of the 
very greatest of the truly great men of the 
Bible. We can be sure that a praying mother, 
like other great mothers, was his greatest asset. 
A man with such a mother as Samuel had 
was bound to be great. She ranks along with 
Mary and Elisabeth as a mother to be honored. 


Samuel was “planted in the house of the 
Lord”. He kept his pureness of character in 
spite of the evil influences by which he was 
surrounded. I have some mothers and fathers in 
our congregations who are following Hannah’s 
example. They are bringing their babes to 
church. They have brought many of them to 
my sick bed where I have had the privilege of 
baptizing them as children of the covenant. 
It is a great thing to dedicate our children to 
the Lord, to pray for them before they are born 
and to plant them early in the house of the 
Lord. I have spent some time on this Introduc- 
tion for we only have two rather brief passages 
in our lesson. 


I. Samuel Established as a Prophet: 3:19-2) 


°o 


Chapter 3 tells us of the Call of Samuel as a 
boy by the Lord and the terrible message he 
was to deliver to Eli concerning his wicked 
sons. It was a message which he was loth to 
deliver but when Eli questioned him he told 
him every whit. The chapter closes by telling 
us that Samuel grew and the Lord was with 
him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground and all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba 
knew that Samuel was established as the prophet 
of the Lord. 


Chapier 4 tells of the battle with the Philis- 
tines in which the ark of God is taken, the two 
sons of Eli slain, and the death of Eli as he 
hears the sad news. The ark is brought to 
Ashdod and placed next to Dagon and it falls 
on its face and the second morning they find 
Dagon’s head and hands cut off. The Philis- 
tines are so terribly plagued that they send the 
ark back to Israel in a new cart (chapter 6). 
It came to Beth-shemish first and then to Kir- 
jath-jearim where it remained some twenty years 
while Israel lamented after the Lord. In the 
meantime Samuel is growing and being pre- 
pared for his great work as judge. 


II. Victory over the Philistines: Chapter 7 

We do not think of Samuel as a soldier and 
yet he led Israel in this victory over the Philis- 
tines, a victory which delivered them out of 
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the hand of the Philistines — So the Philistines 
were subdued, and they came no more into 
the coast of Israel. Let us see some of the 
marks of this very decisive battle. 


There was genuine repentance and a return 
to God on the part of Israel. Samuel told them 
very plainly that this must be the course they 
should take. The people responded and put 
away their false gods and served the Lord only. 
The first step then was repentance. 


The next was prayer. It does little or no 
good to pray until we repent. We cannot ex- 
pect God to hear our prayers while we refuse 
to turn away from our sins. Such prayer would 
be mere mockery. Their is a lesson for us 
today right here in America. Most of us are 
aware of the fact that our country is in danger. 
Some are praying. How many are repenting? 
We keep on in our sins and sing “God bless 
America”. We roll our sins as a sweet morsel 
under our tongues and pray, “God save Amer- 
ica”. We in America need first to repent and 
then we are ready to pray. Israel had a day of 
confession of sin at Mizpeh, and asked Samuel 
to pray for them. Samuel offered a burnt of- 
fering and cried unto the Lord for Israel and 
the Lord answered him. 


When the Philistines heard that Israel was 
gathered at Mizpeh they drew near to battle but 
the Lord thundered with a great thunder on 
that day and they were smitten before Israel. 
They pursued the Philistines to Bethcar. Sam- 
uel took a stone and set it up between Mizpeh 
and Shen, called the name of it Ebenezer, say- 
ing, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. As we 
have seen it was a decisive victory and the land 
had peace many years. And there was peace 
also between Israel and the Amorites. 

And Samuel judged Israel all the days of 
his life, going from Bethel to Gilgal and Miz 
peh and Ramah where he made his home. 

Victory comes through Repentance and 
Prayer. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 5 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Extending The Church Through Home Missions 


Scripture: John 4:31-38 


Suggested Hymns: 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 


“From Ocean unto Ocean” 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 


(Try to secure a large map of the southern 
United States, from Texas to Missouri to Mary- 
land to Florida. Our General Assembly is lo- 
cated within this area. Your minister may have 
a map of the General Assembly which you can 
use. If there is no map available, it would be a 
good project to order one from the Board of 
Church Extension in Atlanta, or you could 
make one. This map should be displayed for 
this particular program. Also, it will be helpful 
to have a blackboard on hand. Ask the speakers 
to write the name of their department and to 
indicate the scope of its work.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The main mission of the church is the same 
wherever we find it: to tell the news of salvation 
to those who do not know it and to build up 
the believers in their faith. In foreign lands 
our church carries on this work through its 
Board of World Missions. Within the bounds 
of the General Assembly this same work is done 
through the Board of Church Extension. Of 
course, each particular church is responsible for 
extending itself through evangelism and the 
promotion of Christian growth, but the respon- 
sibility for the church at large is carried by the 
Board of Church Extension. 


The membership of the Board of Church 
Extension is made up of twelve ministers and 
ten lay members of the church. They are elect- 
ed by the General Assembly. These people di- 
rect the work of the board and choose the full- 
time employees who execute the work. The of- 
lices of the Board of Church Extension are lo- 
cated in Atlanta. Dr. P. D. Miller is Executive 
Secretary of the Board, which has three main 
Divisions. Divisions and their secretaries are: 


Home Missions and Negro Work — Dr. Claude 


H. Pritchard; Evangelism — Rev. Albert E. 
Dimmock; and Radio and Television — Mr. 
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Fred Ohl. The Board has a Department of 
Promotion which serves to publicize and pro- 
mote the work of all the divisions. Its secretary 
is Rev. James W. Newton. 


Write this information on the blackboard. 
It should look like this: 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION — Dr. 
P. D. Miller 


Divisions 
Home Missions and Negro Work — Dr. 
Claude Pritchard 
Albert Dimmock 
Radio and Television —- Mr. Fred Ohl 


Department of 
Newton 


Evangelism — Rev. 


Promotion -— Rev. James 


In this program we shall be thinking only 
about the extensive work of the Division of 
Home Missions and Negro Work, which itself is 
divided into seven departments. 


(Erase the blackboard except for the heading 
“Home Missions and Negro Work”.) 

First Speaker: 

The Department of Missionary Support has 
many responsibilities. It distributes financial 
aid to churches which cannot fully support them- 
selves in cases where the presbyteries are not 
financially strong enough to assume this respon- 
sibility. In 1957 there were 57 of the 84 pres- 
byteries which required this aid. The depart- 
ment also gives financial support in specialized 
areas: |. Indian churches in Oklahoma and to 
Oklahoma Presbyterian College for Indian young 
people. 2. Mountain churches in Eastern Ken- 
tucky and to Stuart Robinson — Highland 
School. 3. Latin American churches and the 
Pan American School in Texas. 4. Foreign 
Language work among Latin American people 
in Tampa, Florida; Chinese in New Orleans, 
Louisiana Italians in Kansas City, Missouri; and 
Jews in Baltimore, Maryland. 


The department makes appropriations, as it 
has funds, for the establishment of new churches. 
It makes loans and grants to home mission 
churches for building purposes, and it shares 
in cooperative work with other denominations. 
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(Write information on the board to look like 
this: 


Department of Missionary Support 
Aid to Presbyteries 
Mountain Work 
Indian Work 
Latin American Work in Texas 
Foreign Language Work 
New Churches 
Loan and Grants for Buildings 
Cooperative Work) 


Second Speaker: 


The Chaplains and Military Personnel De- 
partment has as its goal to “Maintain the Tie” 
between church and persons in military service. 
This department officially endorses ministers 
to serve in the chaplaincy, and then sees to 
keep in contact with them and to supply their 
needs while they serve with the armed forces. 
At the last official report, our church had 51 
chaplains on active duty with the ‘Army, Navy, 
Air Force, and Veterans Administration. 

(Write on the board: 

Chaplains and Military Personnel Department 

Endorses and supports chaplains.) 
Third Speaker: 

The Department of Negro Work is headed 
by Rev. Lawrence W. Bottoms, who is a Negro 
minister. The main work of this department is 
to establish and strengthen Negro churches. 
Twenty four new Negro churches have been 
established since 1950 and others have been re- 
located and revitalized. The department has 
also served to strengthen Stillman College for 
Negroes. The college is providing better trained 
leaders, and these leaders in turn serve to build 
up the churches. 


(Write on the board: 


Negro Work Department — Rev. L. W. 
Bottoms 


New and stronger churches 
A stronger Stillman College) 


Fourth Speaker: 


Rev. O. V. Caudill is secretary of the Church 
Architecture Department. Mr. Caudill is both 
a minister and an architect, and he is now as- 
sisted by another minister-architect, Rev. James 
Doom. This department consults with churches 
about their building needs. It does not try to 
do all the work of a local architect, but it saves 
the churches much time and trouble through 
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preliminary advice and counsel. In 1957 the 
consultant (only Mr. Caudill was employed at 
that time) made 168 field visits. 


(Write on the board: 
Church Architecture Department — Rev. O. 
V. Caudill 


Consults with churches about building 
needs) 


Fifth Speaker: 


Dr. James M. Carr heads the Sunday School 
Extension Department. At one time the main 
work of this department was to establish outpost 
Sunday Schools. In these times it is usually pos- 
sible to proceed with the immediate organiza- 
tion of a church in a new community without 
its having to be a chapel or outpost of a mother 
church for a number of years. The department 
employs seven workers who make surveys of 
communities upon request and then stay on 
to help with the organization of the Sunday 
School and church. 


(Write on the board: 


Sunday School Extension Department — Di 
James M. Carr 


Seven workers 
Survey communities 


Help establish churches and Sunday 
Schools) 
Sixth Speaker: 

Dr. J. M. Carr is also secretary of the Town 
and Country Church Department. If most of 
our church members belong to the city churches, 
most of the churches are located in small towns 
and in the open country. The majority of these 
churches are small and face discouraging pros- 
pects. The Town and Country Church Depart- 
ment seeks to encourage and revitalize these 
churches by providing leadership training, rural 
conferences, institutes for town and country 
ministers, and by helping establish larger 
parishes. 


Write on the board: 


Town and Country Church Department — 
Dr. James M. Carr. 


Leadership Training 
Rural Conferences 
Town and Country Pastors’ Institutes 
Larger Parishes) 
Seventh Speaker: 


The Urban Church Department is headed by 
Mr. Hal E. Hyde. This department was organ- 
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ized in view of the fact that our southern cities 
are growing at a phenomenal rate. Tremendous 
new communities are growing up in the matter 
of a very few years. The church must go where 
the people are, and the Urban Church Depart- 
ment has as its main task to determine where 
the people are going . . - where the new com- 
munities are going to grow up and where new 
churches should be established. The depart- 
ment has already conducted surveys in most 
of the major cities in our area and in many 
of the smaller ones. In addition to guiding in 
the establishment of new churches, the depart- 
ment has given helpful advice to churches which 
have found it necessary to relocate. 









(Write on the board: 
Urban Church Department Mr. Hal E. 
Hyde 


Urban surveys to guide in establishment 
and relocation of churches) 


Program Leader: 


It is easy to see that the task of extending 
the church at home is a tremendous one. God 
has richly blessed our church with opportunities 
and accomplishments. Let us not fail to give 
Him thanks for His blessings, and to ask for 
continued wisdom and faithfulness for the 
church and its leaders. 
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World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1959 

Received to date 

Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1959 

Balance needed for 1959 


$4,530,000.00 
226,138.72 


4.99 % 
4,303,861.28 


Report of February 1959 





Budget 1959 $1,823,644.00 
Receipts to date 79,919.59 
Percentage of Annual Budget 4.38% 


Balance needed for Year 1,743,724.41 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham—(PN)— A School of Evangelism 
was the special project of the First Presbyterian 
Church here during the first three days of March, 
according to Dr. Edward V. Ramage, pastor. 





The director for the School of Evangelism was 
the Rev. George A. Chauncey, who is assistant 
director of evangelism for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. His offices are in the Department 
of Evangelism, Board of Church Extension, at the 
Presbyterian Center in Atlanta, Ga. 


The Rev. Chauncey preached at the Sunday 
morning worship service. He also spoke to the 
adult department of the Sunday school, and ad- 
dressed the young people on Sunday evening. 


Monday night he met with the church’s com- 
mittee on evangelism. Tuesday evening following 
a dinner meeting, the Rev. Chauncey spoke to the 
elders, deacons, and their wives. 


The program following the family night dinner 
on Wednesday evening closed the special three- 
day school. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta—(PN)— The Rev. H. Allan Scott, ac- 
tuary for the Board of Annuities and Relief and 
the Ministers’ Fund since 1940, was honored re- 
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cently by the Board, looking toward his retirement 
April 5. 


In a resolution adopted by the Board, Mr. Scott 
was praised for his 19 years service as the only 
actuary for the MAF since its organization. Board 
members pointed out that the Annuity Fund of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., has the reputation 
throughout the nation as the best Church retire- 
ment plan in existence, and credited Mr. Scott’s 
concern for its actuarial soundness as a major 
factor in this fact. 


Mr. Scott, who is a native of Claremore, Indian 
Territory (Oklahoma), was pastor of churches in 
Oklahoma, Texas and Arkansas before coming to 
the Ministers’ Annuity Fund position in 1940. He 
and Mrs. Scott, who has served for the past five 
years as treasurer of the General Fund in the Of- 
fice of the Stated Clerk, will make their home in 
Manhattan, Kansas. One of their two daughters 
lives there, where her husband is a professor in 
Kansas State College of Agriculture. 


The resolution adopted by the Annuities Board 
says in part: 


“It has been said often that great institutions 
in our world are but the lengthened shadows of the 
lives of great men. To a degree greater than many 
might think, the annuity funds of our Church do 
now and always will reflect the character and the 
labor of Mr. Scott. He has served for approxi- 
mately 19 years under three Executive Secretaries 
and under Boards which have changed their per- 
sonnel many times. All through those years one 
great passion has consumed him — the preserva- 
tion of the actuarial soundness of the pension 
systems of our Church and their administration 
according to the provisions of the official plans... 


“No church pension system in our country is 
today on a better actuarial basis and much of the 
credit for that fact is due to the zeal of our 
actuary.” 


Mr. Scott is a graduate of Davidson College and 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond. He was 
ordained by Durant Presbytery, and served pas- 
torates in Marietta, Okla., Giddings, Dallas and 
Dime Box, Texas, and Ft. Smith Arkansas. Mrs. 
Scott is the former Margaret Anne Kennedy of 
Bessemer City, N. C. 





PAGE 17 














Aa) os ee Are SBT A 











“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Maor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Elmo Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 
OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


“Imported Natural Pongee All Silk. Flame-resistant, 13 Momme, @ $1.19” 
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Atlanta, Ga.—(PN)—A new medical insurance 
program for retired persons was given approval 
in principle by the Board of Annuities and Relief, 
meeting here recently. The plan is not fullly worked 
out as to financing or provisions of coverage, but 
the Board’s action moves one step nearer a project 
on which the Board has been working for some 
months. 


The Major Medical plan now provides full-time 
Church workers and their families by the Board 
automatically ends with the retirement of the 
worker. The proposed plan will, if all details can 
be worked out by a special committee named by 
the Board, make a somewhat similar Major Medical 
protection available to all retired persons and their 
dependents or widows. The plan under study would 
provide protection against medical costs after a 
“deductible” figure was reached, and the protection 
would presumably be on a 75-25 basis. The in- 
surance company would pay 75% of costs above 
the deductible amount, and up to a maximum of 
$2500. 


Cost of such a program, the Board learned, 
would be very high, compared with cost of a 
medical insurance program for non-retired persons, 
but it is the Board’s present effort to find the 
means for subsidizing the program so as to reduce 
the cost to the retired person to approximately the 
cost of the pre-retirement program. 


Further details of the program will be announced 
by the Board as quickly as they can be worked out, 
Mr. Charles J. Currie, executive secretary, states. 
He told the Board: “This is a service for which 
there is more need throughout the Church than for 
any other of which we know.” 


Special honor was paid the Rev. H. Allan Scott, 
actuary of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund since its 
founding in 1940. Mr. Scott will retire in April. 
The Board adopted a resolution praising the re- 
tiring actuary and his 19 years’ service. His 
concern to preserve the actuarial soundness of the 
pension systems of the Church has resulted, the 
Board stated, in the annuity plan for the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., being rated as having the 
best actuarial basis of any church system in the 
country. 


Mr. Scott is a native of Claremore, Okla., a 
graduate of Davidson College and Union Seminary, 
Richmond, and held pastorates in Oklahoma, Texas, 
and Arkansas before bringing to the Board of 
Annuities and Relief his unusual genius with 
mathematics and figures. 


Three retiring members of the Board were also 
given special recognition. The Chairman, Dr. W. A. 
Benfield of Shreveport, La., Mr. Linton Allen of 
Orlando, Fla., and Mr. John Oliver of Cape Girar- 
deau, Mo., reached the end of the terms allowed 
them by Assembly rules, and retired with this 
meeting of the Board. 


At the same meeting of the Board, a report on 
total membership in the various annuity funds and 
insurance programs was given, together with fi- 
nancial information on Ministerial Relief contri- 
butions made during 1958. 


The Church contributed $598,495 during 1958 
for ministerial relief, and of this a total of $586,719 
was distributed during the year. The Board under- 
takes to guarantee an income, from all sources, of 
$2400 to retired couples and $1500 to individuals, 
or $2200 to couples and $1400 to individuals if 
they were not members of the Annuity Fund be- 
fore retirement. A total of 524 persons were 
supported in part or in toto by the relief grants 
during 1958. 
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The Board also learned that the largest number 
of persons receiving ministerial relief grants are 
now living in the Synod of North Carolina, where 
82 persons are being helped. The Synods of 
Virginia (64), Texas (62), and South Carolina 
(56), follow in that order. 


Reporting on the Ministers and Employees An- 
nuity Funds, the Board stated that the face value 
of these funds is $26,724,000. All of these funds 
are held against the retirement of ministers and 
lay workers of the Church, and belong to those 
individuals who have contributed from their salaries 
toward their retirement annuity. The employing 
churches and agencies of the Church also contribute 
a percentage toward the retirement of each of 
these persons. The funds are invested in a 
variety of securities, according to formula worked 
out by the board, including U. S. Government 
securities, common and preferred stock. The mar- 
ket value of these stocks and bonds is considerably 
higher than the inventory value, having passed 
$31,177,000 during 1958. 


The insurance program of the Board continues to 
grow. There are now 3,419 persons enrolled in 
its life insurance program; 2,955 enrolled in the 
Major Medical insurance plan, and 1,201 dependent 
children covered by this medical insurance. 





Fort Valley—(PN)— A commentary by the 
Reverend Frank M. Scarlett, Jr., pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Fort Valley, Georgia, 
recently appeared as an Associated Press news fea- 
ture in newspapers throughout the United States. 

It is written at the request of the Associated 
Press. 


The commentary appeared in the weekly syndi- 
cated columns, “Bible Words for Today,” and was 
concerned with the quotation from the New Testa- 
ment, John 13:4,5: Jesus rose from supper, laid 
aside His garments, and girded Himself with a 
towel. Then He poured water into a basin, and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel with which He was girded.” (Re- 
vised Standard Version) 


The commentary is as follows: “On the way to 
the room which had been prepared for the last 
meal which He would eat with His followers, and 
even after they had seated themselves at the table, 
the followers of Jesus Christ argued as to which 
one of them was the greatest. 


“The Master took the occasion to remind them 
that, among His followers, greatness is measured 
by service. He made the effort to teach His fol- 
lowers that He had called them to a life of service. 
If they could understand that His life was being 
lived for others, maybe they would understand 
that their lives should be lived for others. 


“You, the followers of Jesus Christ, have op- 
portunities to be of service to your church, your 
community. If you would be great, be of service 
to others.” 





LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—(PN)— A new quarter-million 
dollar educational building of the Presbyterian 
Church of the Covenant here was dedicated Sun- 
day, Feb. 22. The new building is situated on the 
church grounds at St. Charles near Napoleon. The 
Church was founded in 1956 with the consolidation 
of the Prytania Street and Napoleon Avenue Pres- 
byterian churches. Earl L. Mathes of Mathes, 
Bergman and Associates in New Orleans was archi- 
tect of the new building, with Bartley Company, 
Ine., as contractor. 
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Dr. James A. Millard, stated clerk elect of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. and a professor at the Austin Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary in Austin, Tex., was 
principal speaker. He is a former pastor of Pry- 
tania Street Presbyterian Church. Also featured 
on the program was Dr. James M. Gregory, former 
pastor of Napoleon Avenue Presbyterian Church. 


The Rev. Walter D. Langtry, pastor of the 
Church of the Covenant and president of the 
Greater New Orleans Federation of Churches, pre- 
sided. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Natchez—The congregation of the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church of Natchez, Mississippi held 
their groundbreaking services on Sunday afternoon, 
February 15, 1959. 


The building which will be the first unit of a 
proposed plant for the church is to be of concrete 
block and brick veneer and of colonial design. 
Its 8500 square feet will contain nine classrooms, 
a kitchen, two offices, and a large fellowship hall 
which will be temporarily used as a chapel. 


This significant service was led by the Rev. 
James W. Campbell, minister of the Church, who 
was assisted by the Rev. Albert Sidney Johnston, 
Temporary Supply, First Presbyterian Church in 
Natchez, and the Rev. A. W. Duck, Moderator of the 
Presbytery of Mississippi. 


The new congregation was formally organized 
as Westminster Presbyterian Church on November 
3, 1958. At the present time membership numbers 
108 with 172 enrolled in the Church School. 


During the year 1958 the Lord signally blessed 
the Church as plans for a building program moved 
ahead and organized programs and activities for 
every group within the church inspired its continued 
progress. The church received a gift of property 
on which the new church building is being erected 
through the generosity of Mrs. Grace M. S. MacNeil 
and the First Presbyterian Church in Natchez. 


The congregation chose Mr. Beverly W. Martin, 
a member of First Presbyterian Church as the 
architect and T. J. Owen Construction Company 
of Winnsboro, La., as general contractor. Com- 
pletion of the first unit is expected by late summer. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson—(PN)— The gifts to the 1958 Living 
Endowment fund for Davidson College brought 
total gifts to the 20-year-old fund over the million 
dollar mark, it has been announced by President 
D. Grier Martin. 


President Martin said the 2,444 contributions 
during 1958 amounted to $156,642, and made the 
fund total $1,047,817. 


He said the monies have gone into the day-to-day 
expenses of the college program for faculty sal- 
aries, fellowships for students, library books, and 
many “undramatic, but essential operating expenses 
and balancing the budget in difficult times.” 





Fountain—(PN)— The Fountain Presbyterian 
Church held special evangelistic services March 1-6 
at evening services. The Rev. Joe Brooks, minister 
of the Edgemont Presbyterian Church of Rocky 
Mount, N. C., conducted the services. 


The church’s own pastor, the Rev. Philip M. 
Cory, led the singing. 
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Charlotte—(PN)—The Sardis Road Presbyterian 
Church, of Charlotte, approved the construction 
of a new sanctuary and other facilities to cost 
$400,000. This will be the sixth sanctuary built 
on the Sardis site since the church was formed 


there in 1790. The present building was erected 
in 1907. 


The new sanctuary, of the same contemporary 
design as the church’s children’s building erected 
three years ago, will seat 600 persons. It will 
be built at a cost of $279,852 by Ernest Foard, 
contractor, and is expected to be completed within 
10 months. 


Also authorized by the congregation is the pur- 
chase of a $42,500 pipe organ. The new sanctuary 
will be air conditioned, and by the use of two 
transepts the seating capacity can be expanded. 
Present membership is 700, approximately double 


what it was 10 years ago. Dr. W. M. Boyce is 
pastor. 





Orange Presbytery in a called session on Feb- 
ruary 20th met in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Greensboro. One of the purposes was to re- 
ceive Rev. Harry F. Barnett from Winston-Salem 
Presbytery and arrange for his installation at 
the Broadway and Salem Presbyterian Churches. 
A Commission was appointed to perform this serv- 
ice on April 12, 1959. 


Another item in the Call was to answer an 
amended Complaint of certain trustees or former 
trustees of Flora Macdonald College. Presbytery 
reiterated its former actions authorizing her trus- 
tees to sign the proper legal papers for the merger 
of Flora Macdonald into the Consolidated College. 


Mr. Charles S. Wilkins is Moderator. The next 
meeting of the Presbytery will be held in the Me- 
a — Church on April 16th at 


—R. H. Stone, Stated Clerk 





Chapel Hill—(PN)— The Presbyterian Directors 
of Christian Education of North Carolina met at 
Camp New Hope here for their annual spring re- 
treat March 2-4. 


Beginning with registration Monday afternoon 
and closing at noon on Wednesday, all programs 
were based on the theme: “Communicating the 
Gospel”. Tuesday evening the participants enjoyed 
an informal banquet and recreation period. 


Dr. Irving Birdseye of Greensboro, was leader 
for the sessions of Bible study, and other sessions 
were spent in study and discussion of the Cur- 
riculum Study which is now a current part of the 


Christian education work of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Union—(PN)— The First Presbyterian Church 
here was recently afforded the opportunity to 
thoroughly examine and evaluate their Sunday 
school and its program through consultation with 
Dr. Ted Jones, director of Christian education for 
the Synod of South Carolina, and Mrs. Jones, the 
assistant to the director. Dr. and Mrs. Jones con- 
sulted with superintendents and teachers, and class 
officers of children’s departments the afternoon 
of Feb. 28, and with those of the adult depart- 
ment that evening. Sunday afternoon, Dr. and 
Mrs. Jones were available for consultation with 
teachers, officers, parents of members, or mem- 
bers of classes, or any other interested persons, 


with hours arranged for specific classes to be dis- 
cussed. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Jones had visited briefly in each 
class-room on Sunday morning to observe. 


Sunday evening the Jones met with the con- 
gregation in the Sunday school auditorium for an 
informal address and discussion of the Sunday 
school and its program. 


The Rev. Benson Sloan is pastor of the church, 
and Mr. Blynn Scott was in charge of the week- 
end of study and evaluation, as Superintendent of 
the church school. 


Dr. Jones noted with surprise and pleasure that 
the First Church here would have his son-in-law, 
the Rev. Lewis Scott Hay, as their guest on the 
week-end following the Jones’ visit. 


Mr. Hay, a professor at Presbyterian College in 
Clinton, S. C., was guest speaker and leader for 
the Women of the Church Bible study of the Book 
of Revelation March 8 through 10, at the First 
Presbyterian Church. 


Mrs. Hay is the former Carol Eloise Jones. 





TEXAS 


Kingsville—(PN) — The Spiritual Enrichment 
Week speaker April 20-24 for the Presbyterian Pan 
American School here will be Dr. William M. Elliot, 
Jr., pastor of the Highland Park Church of Dallas 
and a past moderator of the General Assembly. 


The yearly Spiritual Enrichment Week program 
is held each spring as an outstanding minister 
comes to the campus for a series of evening wor- 
ship services and conferences with individual stu- 
dents. Chapel services and Bible courses are an 
important part of the daily life of the campus com- 
munity. 


The Presbyterian Pan American School is an 
international, coeducational institution owned by 
the Synod of Texas. The preparatory or high 
school department is the largest of three depart- 
ments operated by the school, whose president is 
Sherwood H. Reisner. 


Mrs. Elliott has served as a trustee since the 
school was created. 


Dr. Elliott is a graduate and former faculty mem- 
ber of the seminary in Louisville, Ky., and holds 
a doctor of philosophy degree from the University 
of Edinburgh in Scotland. He is a former pastor 
of the Druid Hills Church of Atlanta, Ga. 





TEXAS 


Houston—(PN)— Memorial Drive Presbyterian 
Church, of Houston, officially organized in 1955, 
met Feb. 22 for the first time in its new $400,000 
building. The new building will serve both as a 
sanctuary and as a fellowship hall until a per- 
manent sanctuary is constructed in the future. 
The pastor is Dr. Charlie W. Shedd, under whose 
leadership the church has grown from a charter 
membership of 60 to 762. Two morning services 
at 8:30 and 11:00 were necessary the first Sunday. 


_In the evening dinner was prepared in the new 
kitchen by the women of the church, after which 
Dr. C. L. King, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, and Dr. Malcolm Purcell, executive of 
Brazos Presbytery, spoke. Tours of the new church 
plant followed the evening service. 


The structure of roughly cut stone and massive 
wooden beams will seat 700. In addition to the 
sanctuary-fellowship hall, it has a chapel, reception 
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room, offices, library, kitchen, and Sunday School 
wing accommodating 600. 


Tle chapel has been designated the Milton Back- 
lund Prayer Chapel, a memorial to a friend of the 
young church, and the choir room is called the 
Beck George Choir Room for Mrs. Jasper George, 
who served at the church during its first years. 





VIRGINIA 


Richmond—(PN)— New secretary of Men’s 
Work for the Presbyterian Church, U. S., is E. A. 
“Andy” Andrews, Jr., of Richmond, Va. He will 
take up his duties March 1, as successor to Dr. 
S. J. Patterson, now head of United Church Men 
for the National Council of Churches. Announce- 
ment of Andrews’ appointment was made by the 
Board of Christian Education of the Church from 
its headquarters in Richmond. 


Also announced by the Board were two other 
new staff appointments, and the formal confirma- 
tion of the election of still another. The Rev. Wil- 
liam H. Boyd of Lake City, S. C., will become the 
new director of Youth Work for the denomination 
April 1. The Rev. William B. Caston of Jackson- 
ville, Fla., will become editor of adult study ma- 
terials on March 1. Election of the Rev. Harold 
E. Fuller, Jr., of Norfolk, Va., as director of edu- 
cational administration was confirmed by the 
Board. He has already begun his work with the 
Board. 


Andrews comes to his new position as head of 
the Church’s Men’s Work after having served since 
1953 as director of program and service within the 
Division of Men’s Work. In his former post he 
was responsible for preparing program, organiza- 
tional and promotional materials. 


The new secretary is a graduate of Assembly’s 
Training School for Lay Workers in Richmond. A 
native of Chattanooga, Tenn., he served in the 
army during World War II, receiving a Bronze 
Star and being twice wounded. He and his family 
returned in January from 14 months in Europe, 
where Andrews served as advisor to the World 
Council of Churches on Men’s Work, on loan from 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Mr. Boyd comes to directorship of Youth Work 
from the pastorate of Lake City Presbyterian 
Church, where he has been since 1951. He earlier 
served pastorates at Ware Shoals, S. C., and 
Andalusia, Ala. He is a native of Charlotte, N. C., 
and a graduate of Hampden-Sydney College, and 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


The new editor of adult study materials, the 
Rev. Mr. Gaston, comes to the Board from the 
South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church, where he 
has been minister of education. He has also been 
+ a minister to churches in North and South Caro- 
ina. 


A native of Aberdeen, N. C., Mr. Gaston graduat- 
ed from the University of South Carolina, and 
holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond. 


The Rev. Mr. Fuller became director of educa- 
tional administration on February 15, having just 
completed two years as a Navy chaplain. He was 
pastor of the LaGrange, Georgia, Presbyterian 
Church for three years. 


A native of Norwood, Massachusetts, the Rev. 
Mr. Fuller graduated from Boston University, took 
his master’s degree in education from the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, and received the bachelor 
of divinity degree at Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary. 
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Why Not a Senior College 
at Montreat?P 


By Mary Sullivan 
Joy Townes 
Noel Morse 
Tom Arena 


On February 6 the student body of Montreat 
College was told that because of the lack of 
financial support, Montreat could no longer 
exist as a senior college and must revert to a 
junior college. 


Thousands of Presbyterians who stream in 
and out of the gate of Montreat, North Caro- 
lina, during the summer months have little or 
no idea that a college exists on the grounds dur- 
ing the winter. But for nine months out of the 
year, Montreat becomes an academic center for 
Christian education. Montreat College is Christ- 
centered in faith, Bible-centered in curriculum, 
and Church-centered in operation. Graduates 
of Montreat serve society in all areas of Chris- 
tian endeavor—as Church lay workers, as teach- 
ers, aS musicians, as social workers, and as mis- 
sionaries. If Montreat is allowed to become a 
junior college, this much-needed supply of 
trained Christian leaders will be denied our 
country when their leadership is most needed. 


To us who are now drinking deeply of her 
riches and enjoying the blessings of her ex- 
istence as a senior college, the decision to re- 
vert Montreat seemed unbelievable. To us, 
Montreat is more than just a place. “It is a 
way of life.” As one graduate has expressed this 
feeling: “When I first came to Montreat, I 
had been looking for a college that would offer 
a true Christian influence in addition to good 
academic training — the kind of Christian in- 
fluence which leads to deep growth in spiritual 
life, in character, in the qualities that make for 
honest, successful living on the highest plain — 
a place where each person is encouraged in a 
sympathetic Christian environment to realize 
his individual potential to the fullest — a place 
where individuals are led to accept their respon- 
sibility toward the world and are given training 
to enable them to begin fulfilling this respon- 
sibility. At Montreat College I found these 
ideals being lived and taught.” We know that 
if you, who may chance to read this article, 
were to be a part of our campus for just one 
day you would realize what Montreat means 
to us. 


Each college has its own type of program 
and turns out its own type of student. These 
students go out into life and reflect, so to speak, 
the ideals of their college in society. To bring 
these ideas home, let us consider the colleges of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. These are many 
and varied, scattered throughout the Southland. 
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Without any one of these schools, the education 
of the people of that area would be neglected. 
The place which that school fills in society 
would go empty. The good of its services to 
the Church would be lost forever, irreplace- 
able. And yet, in spite of this shortage of col- 
leges and adequately trained college personnel, 
there are some which must close their doors. 
Why is this? Who must answer for it? Is it 
you? Can it be assumed that there is neglect 
on the part of some of those who share this 
responsibility? It will be a sad thing if, in a 
land where so many are unable to gain entrance 
to our crowded colleges, the doors of Montreat 
College should be closed. 


We know that there is a dire need for a good, 
accredited, four-year college in the Montreat 
area. There is not another within a fifty mile 
radius of Montreat. Here is a golden oppor- 
tunity for the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
Montreat College, as an accredited senior col- 
lege, could reach far into the area and help 
those who cannot help themselves. Because of 
its accessibility, it could reach far out into Pres- 
byterianism and help those who cannot afford 
to attend other. more expensive, colleges of our 
Presbyterian Church. Montreat gave the op- 
portunity of higher education to many day 
students of this area who could not possibly 
have moved with their families to another col- 
lege. It gave this opportunity to many who 
would not have gone to any college at all had 
they not been helped here. Because of Mon- 
treat, many students who would have otherwise 
only attended one or two years have completed 
their college education and are even now skilled 
workers and leaders in the Church. There are 
many who, though not working directly in the 
Church, are contributing their services as Chris- 
tian teachers, nurses, and secretaries. What if 
these had been denied the opportunity for a 
Christian education? What if many young peo- 
ple—our young people, the leaders of tomorrow 
— had found it impossible to attend one of 
their own schools? Where would they be today? 
If we deny the cpportunity to our own, how can 
we expect it to be granted by others? 


Montreat College is unique in that we have 
a ready-made campus with buildings already 
here. Furthermore, we are told that by 1965 
the number of applicants for college will be 
doubled. This is not the time to retreat in edu- 
cation and most of all, Christian education. 
Our Church and our country need more than 
ever colleges with Christian ideals. 


The best witness to the right of any college 
to function is the record made by its graduates 
after they begin their careers. This record speaks 
for the thoroughness and effectiveness of the 
training being received at the college. From 
many sources have come glowing reports of the 
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work being done by Montreat College Alumni. 
Montreat College has sent her graduates into so- 
ciety well-equipped to meet the responsibilities 
and demands of their total environment. From 
Dallas, Texas, a minister wrote, “Miss — — 
— — has done a very commendable job as our 
director of Christian Education. We feel that 
she has filled a very big place in our church's 
life. She has given skilled leadership .. .” An 
Asheville, N. C., minister had this to say about 
his secretary-DCE: “She has adapted herself 
wonderfully well to our situation. She has the 
ability and training to be a well-trained secre- 
tary .. . She has the ability to lead young people 
and they like her type of leadership . . .” From 
a school system in Maryland, a letter from the 
Board of Education says, “Your graduate has 
been teaching in one of our schools for the 
past three years in the capacity of a first grade 
teacher. The principal of that school and her 
supervisor have been delighted with the way 
she exemplified her broad philosophy cf educa- 
tion in the classroom ” A graduate in 
Georgia merited this word of praise from her 


principal: “Miss — — — represents to 
us all that is fine and good in young womanhood 
today . . . in music, in sports, and in the class- 


room she performs with a high degree of ef- 
fectiveness ” A South Carolina principal 
writes, “I have spent eleven years in administra- 
tive work in high school, and Miss — — 
is the finest first-year teacher in my experience.” 
The head of the department of romance lan- 
guage in New York University, after telling of 
the outstanding work of a faculty member, 
stated, “I feel that much of her fine character 
came from her Montreat training.” 


Here we have our word again — opportunity. 
Suppose the opportunity for a low-cost Christian 
education had not been available to those stu- 
dents? Yet, for many more like those graduates, 
the opportunity has been denied. We speak 
especially on behalf of those who would not 
have attended any college had it not been for 
Montreat. Where would they find another in- 
stitution such as Montreat? They could not, 
for even as every other college has its particular 
place to fill, so Montreat College has its own. 
And this place is not as a junior college, but 
as a senior college. Reducing Montreat to the 
junior level will leave a great void in the educa- 
tional system of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
This void can be filled by no other college, 
either Church or state-supported. Montreat 
alone can accomplish the goal of a liberal Chris- 
tian education for those who were destined to 
enter its gates. 


Through the years, Montreat College has been 
operated by dedicated individuals, who know 
the value of a Christian education. Montreat 
stands as an example of what God can do 
through the hands of those who have faith in 
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His guidance. Against almost impossible odds 
Montreat College has remained a stronghold 
of Christian training. Our appeal is that some 
steps be taken to make the reversal to a junior 
college unnecessary. This change will hurt the 
present student body, the college, and any in- 
coming class. We know it will take a miracle, 
“manna from heaven”, but the age of miracles 
is not past . . . Is it? 





Box 1333 
Davidson, North Carolina 
March 2, 1959 


Editors, THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


SIR: 


It is grievous to me to see printed in a Christian 
periodical such an unqualified and overstated attack 
» other Christians as “The National Council Urges 
The Churches To Aid Communism” (February 25 
JOURNAL). I would not have you withhold what 
to you seems the truth, though; and similarily I 
must speak in Christian love the truth as it appears 
to me. May our disagreement be mutually edifying 
in our search for God’s will. 


To begin with, let me point out that I do not 
presume to be sure beyond question of the one 
best course of action in the Red China issue. As a 
student I am especially influenced by the views of 
adults; but I have heard arguments on both sides, 
and in voting with the majority in approving the 
Message of the Fifth World Order Study Con- 
ference, I acted upon personal conviction—not the 
pressure of those about me. 


The Message to the Churches was, incidentally, 
prepared during and in sensitive response to the 
Conference, not beforehand, as is plainly implied in 
the first column of Mr. Patterson’s article. 


I suggest that you devote as much space in THE 
JOURNAL to constructive comments on other 
stands of the Conference as you have to discredit- 
ing with devious logic and unfriendly tone the 
entire Conference and National Council of 
Churches. If you have specific criticism of the 
National Council itself, I would be interested in 
hearing them, but I do not see any justification 
for using this event as a jumping-off place for 
such criticisms as Mr. Patterson makes in his 
closing paragraphs. 

Very sincerely yours, 
John H. Cooley 
Davidson, N. C. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr. Cooley’s letter is appre- 
ciated. However we do not think he was in any 
way aware of the astute planning of the Cleveland 
meeting. 


The procedures used were in part revealed at 
the meeting of the general board of the NCC in 
Hartford two weeks ago. Newsmen were supplied 
with mimeographed reports of ACTIONS TAKEN 
at the BEGINNING of the meeting. 


The worthwhile activities of the NCC are con- 
stantly canceled out by the continued left-wing 
influence and pronouncements of a small minority 
which dominates that organization. 





PAGE 23 
























i vs 


Giving... and 
Receiving, too 


Under our Annuity Gift Plan, the Board of World Missions, in exchange for a 
specified gift, contracts to pay a definite sum semi-annually for life to the donor 
or to someone he designates. 


The rate of return from an Annuity Gift ranges from 3 to 7.4%, depending on 
the age of the annuitant. Payment—prompt and in full—is guaranteed by the 
Board of World Missions. In over fifty years operation of our Annuity Gift 
Plan, not a single annuity payment has been missed or deferred. 


Annuities may also be written to include a second person, and the survivor of 
the two will continue to receive the annuity payments. First one and then the 
other of the annuitants is thus assured a generous, steady income for the rest 
of their lives. 


After all obligations of the annuity agreement have been fulfilled, the money 
originally donated is issued by The Board of World Missions to help spread 
the Gospel in foreign lands. 


For full information about Annuity Gifts and their uses, address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


Boarp or VoRLD Missions 






PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN, 


, 


‘To Forergu AUisstous a Snare ~ 
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